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Patt. iv. 9. 
Thoſe Things, which ye have both learned, 


and received, and heard and ſeen in me, 
do; and the God of Peace ſhall be with 
. Hou. 5 


EIN G this Day providentially called to 
aſſiſt you in your religious Service, I know 
4 not how to diſcourſe to you in a more 
= ſeafonable Manner, than by calling back your 
Thoughts to the De&rines and Example of your 
late moſt faithful Paſtor : And in order to this, 
what Subject can I. treat on more proper than 
the Admonition of St. Paul to thoſe, among whom 
he had preached the Goſpel at Philippi, which I 
have juſt now read, namely, Thoſe Things, which 
= ye have both learned, and received, and heard and 
L JR me, do; and the God of Peace ſhall be with 
Ven 
| If any ſhould think, there is a needleſs Redun- 
duancy of Words in our Subject, he may be of an- 
= other Opinion perhaps, if he underſtands the 
Phraſe ye have learned, as expreſſing, like a general 
Term, their having one way or other acquired 
Knowlege of Things very proper to be done; 
and the Three following Words, received, heard, 
ten, as expreſſing Three different Methods of ac- 
= quiring this Knowlege ; the Firſt, by receiving 
4 A 2 Dottr ines 
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Doctrines from his own Mouth; the Second, by 
hearing of his Doctrine or Practice through the 
means of his Epiſtles; the Third, by ſeeing his 
Manner of Life ; or, if he follows Grotius, who 
takes (Aber hie, ut wabyrevoare, Matt. xxviii. 
19.) the Term learned as ſignify ing diſcipled in, or 
relating to the general Platt of Chriſtianity, which 
the Philippians had been taught at their Baptiſm ; 
and (Term are) received, as alluding to a more 
perfect or particular Inſtruction, which they might 
afterwards have received from St. Paul's Preach- 
ing; (nwcare) beard, as referring to the familiar 
Converſe of the Apoſtle, in which he might have 
adapted his Advice to any peculiar Occurrences 
that happened; and (side) ſeen, as relating to 
what they had ſcen in his Conduct. | 

In treating on the Subject before us, I would 
conſider, f 


I. What it is St. Paul recommends to the No- 
tice of the Philippians; namely what he taught, and 
what he practiſed. 

II. The Motive by which he preſſeth this Ex- 
hortation; the God of Peace ſhall be with you. 

III. The inſeparable Connexion there is between 
the Duty injoin'd, and the Promiſe ; or (in other 
Words) between doing the Will of God, and en- 
joy ing his Favour. . 


After J have done this, T propoſe to take No- 
tice of the Dofrines and Example of your late 
worthy Paſtor z and then conclude with 7 — Ap- 
plication of the Whole. | 


IJ. I am to conſider what it is St. Paul recom- 


mends to the Notice of the Philippians, namely, 
what he taught, and what he prafisd. 


We 
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We are to begin with what he taught. And in 
order to obtain a juſt Notion of what he taught 
the Philippians, we need not confine ourſelves to 
what is recorded in his Epiſtle to them, but may 
ſuppoſe, that every Doctrine that was proper for 
the whole Chriſtian Church to know, and which 
is either mentioned in the As of the Apoſiles, as 
what he taught, or is to be found in any of his 
Epiſtles, was actually deliver'd by him to the 
Philippians ; and, being recorded, now ſpeaks to 
all profeſſing Chriſtians, | 

Doubtleſs he could take the Philippians, as well 
as the Elders of the Church, whom he convened 
at Milelus, to record, that he was pure from the 
Blood of all Men, not having ſhunn'd to declare 
the whole Counſel of Gop ; for he had made it 
his Buſineſs to teſtify both to the Jets, and alſo 
to the Greeks, Repentance toward Gop, and Faith 
toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and had kept 
nothing back that was profitable for them to know, 
but had ſhew'd to them every thing clearly and 
fully. 

He taught, that we ſhould love, worſhip, and 
ſerve Gop, as the Maker, Preſerver, and Ruler of 
the World; and that we ſhould love and obey 
Chriſt (his only-begotten Son, the. Brightneſs of 
his Glory, and expreſs Image of his Perſon) whom 
he hath appointed to be the only Mediator between 
himſelf and us; and to whom all Power and Judg- 
ment are committed by the Father; in whole 
Name alone we are to apply to the Father for 
Mercy; both for Grace to help us here in every 
Time of Need, and for everlaſting Salvation here- 
after : Likewiſe the Apoſtle taught, that as we 
ſhould have Repentance toward Gop, and Faith 
toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo this Faith ſhould 
be expreſſed by the Works of Love, by Purity of 
Heart, by overcoming che World, and by a firm 

Reliance 
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Reliance on the Mercy of Gop for every needful 
Good, only through the Merit and Interceſſion of 
his dear Son. | 

© To be a little more particular. The Apoſtle 
teacheth, that we ſhould account Jeſus the Meſſiah, 
bur Maſter, and him alone; in conſequence, that we 
are under no Obligation to keep the Law of 
Miſes, reſpecting Rites and Ceremonies, which 
he ſtiles (comparatively ſpeaking) beggarly Ele- 
ments, and only like a Schoolmaſter to bring us 
unto Chriſt, and therefore of no farther Uſe now 
their End is accompliſhed : Neither are they to be 
regarded, who teach, as many do, that it is ne- 
reikry to be circumciſed, and to keep the Law of 
Moſes, in order to be ſaved : The Apoſtle inſiſteth 
6n our being only careful to obſerve the Preceprs 


of Jeſus, in Oppoſition to the judaizing Teachers; 
— that we muſt give all Diligence to make our 


Calling and Election ſure, by vigorouſly endea- 
vouring after Holineſs in Heart and Life; not in 
a vain Dependence on ourſelves, but in a firm 
Reliance on the Spirit of Chriſt, in whom is all 
our Sufficiency, and through whoſe Strength we 
can do all Things requiſite to Salvation, if we are 
not wicked and ſlothful Servants z ſince he is will- 
ing to beſtow on us the Supply of bis Spirit: For 


this the Apoſtle teacheth us to pray, and, by the 


Aſſiftance thereof, to mortify the Deeds of the 


Fleſh; to be crucified to the World, and all the 


ſenſual Pleaſures thereof; to reſiſt the Devil, and 
all the Powers of Darkneſs; ro cleanſe ourſelves 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, p-rfeQing 


Holineſs in the Fear of the Lord. 


He ſolemnly declares, that the Grace of God, 
that bringeth Salvation, teacheth us, that, denying 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live 
ſober ly, righteouſly, and godly, in this World; 
and therefore he injoins us to preferve our own 
Veſſels 
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Veſſels in Sanctification and Honour; to be blame- 


leſs and harmleſs, as the Sons of God, without Re- 
buke, in the Midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
Nation, among whom we ought to thine as Lights 


in the World: He affures us, that without Holi- 


neſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord with Comfort; 
that, as there is a Day coming, in which the Son of 
Gop will appear the Second time, and by his al- 
mighty Voice raiſe the Dead, call us all to Judg - 
ment, and then reward every Man according to 
his Deeds, we ought to Jabour, that whether pre- 
ſent with the Body, or abſent from it, we may be 
accepted of the Lord. # 

He teacheth us to be quiet, minding our own 
Buſineſs ; content with ſuch Things as we have, 
thankful for all our Mercies, refigned to the Pro- 
vidence of Gop, and patient in every Tribulation. 
to ſpeak Evil of none, but do as we would be 
done unto, following Peace with all Men ; for- 
bearing and forgiving one another, if any have a 
Quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt forgives us; 
that above all Things we ſhould put on Cha- 
rity ; eſteeming Good-will to our whole Species, 
and Charity and Candour toward all that differ 
from us in Opinion, or Way of Worſhip, as ſome 
of the principal Ornaments of the Chriſtian Life. 

O! how earneſtly does he recommend Charity ! 
Giving it the Preference even to Faith and Hape; 
and declaring, that if we have it not, though we 
could ſpeak with the Tongue of Angels, and were 
endued with the higheſt ſpiritual Gifts, and ſhould 
beſtow all our Goods to feed the Poor, and even 
give our Bodies to be burned, yet we are but as 
lounding Braſs, and a tinkling Cymbal. 

. He teacheth, that having our Converſation in 
Heaven, we ſhould ſer our Affections on Things 
al ove more than on Things belocv; that we count all 
Things but Dung and Proſs for the Excellency 105 
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the Knowlegeof Chriſt Jeſus our Lord ;—that being 
ſolicitouſly careful for nothing, we ſhould in every 
thing, by Prayer and Supplication, with Thankſ- 
giving, make known our Requeſts unto Gop; not 
forgetting, as the Manner of ſome is, to aſſemble 
ourſelves together for the Worſhip of Gop; and 
that in our folemn Aſſemblies we ſhould eat Bread 
and drink Wine together, in devout Remembrance 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Death we ſhould 
ſhew forth by this Memorial till he come again; 
And to ſum up all, he ſaith, Finally, Brethren, 
whatſoever Things are true, venerable, juſt, pure, 
lovely, of good Report, if there be any Virtue, 
if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things, i. e. 


ſo as to do them. 


Theſe are the Things which the Philippians (and 
we all have) learned of the Apoſtle Paul, having 
either received them from his own Mouth, or 


heard them by his Epiſtles written to the Churches 


of Chriſt. 

And as to what the Philippians had been Eye- 
witneſſes to in the Apoſtle's Converſation, it was 
(to ſpeak all in a few Words) worthy of the pure 
and holy Precepts that he had laid down; for he 
ſaith expreſly, that he kept his Body in Subjection, 
that, while he preached to others, he himſelf might 
not become a Caſtaway ; and Ads xxiv. 16. Here- 
in do J exerciſe myſelf, to have a/zyays a Conſcience 
void of Offence toward Gop, and toward Men; 
which comprehends a Reſpect to al/ Gop's Com- 
mandments. | 

And as he appeals to the Elders of the Church, 


whom he had conven'd at Miletus, concerning the 


Uprightneſs of his Character and Conduct, ſay- 


ing, As xx. 18. Te know from the firſt Day 


that I came into Aſa, after what Manner I have 
been with you at all Seaſons, ſerving the Lord 
with all Humility of Mind, with many Tempta- 

"I tions 
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tions and Fears; fo doubtleſs he could appeal to 
the Philippians concerning the Sobriety, Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Piety of his Conduct; otherwiſe he would 
never have aſſumed the Boldneſs to have charged 
them to do the very ſame things in general, that 
they had ſeen in him; ſaying, Thoſe things, which 
ye have learned, and received, and heard and ſeen in 
me, do: And by propoſing himſelf to them as an 
Example of holy Living, he diſchargeth them from 
following the Steps of thoſe falſe Apoſtles, whole. 
Manners were exceedingly corrupt and vicious, 
againſt whoſe pernicious Ways he warmly cautions 
them in the preceding Chapter. _ 

The Senſe of our Subject is, Since I have deli- 
vered to you the whole Counſel of Gop, and have 
ſhewn by my Conduct, that I have a Conſcience in 
all things willing to live honeſtly or commendably ; 
and can ſay to you, as well as to the Theſſalomans 
and others, Ye are Witneſſes, and Gop alſo, how 
holily, and juſtly, and unblameably, I behaved my- 
ſelf among you; ſince, I ſay, all this is Fact, do 
you take heed to your Ways, obſerve and do what 1 
have taught and given you a Pattern of ; and follow 
not thoſe Impoſtors, who in their Doctrines and 
Practices are Enemies to the Croſs of Chrift. 

And remember, that even a true notional Faith, 
or ſpeculative Knowlege of Chriſt, without a pure 
and righteous Converſation, will avail you nothing 3 
for unleſs you carefully put in Practice the holy 
things that ye have learned, you cannot obtain 
Favour of the Loxp, Which leads us to the 
Second General : 


II. To conſider the Motive by which the Apoſtle 
urgeth the Exhortation that he gives; namely, 
The Gop of Peace ſhall be with you. 


a This 
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This is the moſt comprehenſive Bleſſing that could 
be offered to Men; and we ſhall think fo, if we 
do but attentively conſider what is implied therein. 

God will be with you: And, Wo is lite unto 
thee, O Lorp? the Pfalmiſt cries out, in a ſort of 
Rapture: Whom have I in Heaven but Thee ? and 
there is none upon Earth that I can deſire beſides (or 
compare with) Thee, If Gop be with you, you 
have the Preſence of the Supreme Eternal Mind; 
the Fountain of all Being and Happineſs ; the 
Centre and Standard of all Perfection; the wiſeſt, 
oreateſt, and beſt of Beings 3 not only the Creator, 
but the conſtant Preſerver, and infallible Ruler, of 
the whole Univerſe; not only everlaſting in his 
Duration, but neceſſarily preſent every-where, and 
_ unchangeable in his eſſential underived Excellence. 
Are you not then diſpoſed to {ay (with the Pſalmiſt), 
that you have none #2 Heaven or on Earth that is fit 
to be compared to, or deſired before Him? 

And as He is characterized as being the God of 
Peace, the Repreſentation of Him is very amiable 
and endearing; The God of Peace ſhall be with you : 
This Appellation may imply his being, by way of 
Eminence, the Lover and Author of Peace, The God 
of Peace, as he loves Peace and Harmony among all 


Nations, and leſſer Societies of Men; and eſpeci- 


ally among thoſe that worſhip him as the only living 
and true Gop; and loves it yet more among the pro- 
feſſed Followers of his meek and lowly Son; molt of 
all expects to find it among the Members of one and 
the ſame worfhiping Aſſembly: — He is the Gop, 
the Autbor of Peace, as of Himſelf he was originally 
diſpoſed to Peace with our fallen Race, and, out of his 
| boundleſs Love, hath not fpared his only-begotten 
Son, but delivered him up for us all; that He 
might become, our Peace, or the Maker of Peace, 
between his Father and us offending Mortals; and 
hath beſtowed on us E abundant Grace of the 

| Goſpel 
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Goſpel to tender Peace; and, to excite us to accept 
it, hath ſent his Minitters to preach Peace, through 
his Son, to all them that believe and repent ; and 
is even ſtriving with us, by his Spirit, to win us 
over to the honourable Terms of Peace that he hath 
offered us: — And is, in the Courſe of his Provi- 
dence, not only ſometimes beſtowing on his Ser- 
vants Peace and Quiet among thoſe that live near 
them, making their Enemies to be at Peace with 
them; but even when Men are malicious, and other 
outward Circumſtances atrending them are trouble- 
ſome, he does often give them, by his Word and 
Spirit, ſuch a refreſhing Senſe of his Love, ag 
creates in their Souls Peace, Quietneſs, and Aſſurance 
that Peace which paſſeth all Underſtanding keeping 
their Hearts and Minds through Jeſus Chriſt, This 
God of Peace ſhall be with you. 

And his being with you mult ſignify much more 
than his phyſical neceſſary Preſence being with 
you; for, in reſpect. of this, He is every-where, 
and that continually ; in Him we live, and move, and 
have aur Being : His Preſence, if conſidered in this 
Senſe only, is no Privilege; the Wicked have it as 
truly as the Righteous: Therefore his being with 
them that obey his Will,, muſt import his granting 
them his /pecial Favour, and the happy Effecis of it : 
And if the God of Peace beſtows on you his ſpecial 
Favour, and the happy Fruits thereof, you will have 
all his boundleſs PerfeCtions engaged for you; and 
loſe, as it were, your own Inſufficiency in his in- 
finite Fulneſs: He will direct, ſtrengthen, ſupply, 
comfort, and bleſs you, as Occalion requires z 

tenderly regarding your State, Whatever it is, re- 
ſpecting Body, Mind, and outward Condition; 
watching over you in Mercy, where/vever your Lot 
may be caſt, —He will give you Peace with Himſelf, 
through his dear Son; Peace and Serenity in your 


6aun Hearts, and Peace in the World likewiſe, as 
B 2 much 
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much as is conſiſtent with the unerring Rules of 
his Government. To be ſhort, his being with you 
implies, that every providential Good, and every 
Token of ſpiritual Grace, that you can reaſonably 
deſire, or poſſibly need, in this lower World, ſhall 
be communicated to you, both in the fitteſt Seaſon, 
and the propereſt Kind and Meaſure roo.—And his 
being with you doth not only imply his manifeſt ing 
his Kindneſs to you in every ſuitable Form, while 
you are in this World, but alſo in the Hour of Death, 
and throughout an endleſs Eternity : So that tho? 
you walk through the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, you need to fear no Evil; for He will be 
with you; his Rod and his Staff fhall comfort you; 
and when he has ſafely conducted you through 
the gloomy Vale of Death, he will exalt you to 
his glorious Realms on high, and make you truly 
and eternally: happy with Himſelf. 

All this, and more than either I can expreſs, or 
you conceive, is implied in the promiſed Bleſſing; 
namely, that the God of Peace ſball be with you, 
And is not this abundant Encourag=ment for you 
to do the things that you have learned from Chriſt, 
and his faithful Miniſters? For you to be pure and 
humble in Heart? Holy and religious in all your 
Ways?—If the Hope of this Bleſſing will not in- 
duce you to mortify the Deeds of the Fleſh, and 
to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, as far as ye are able, I 
know not what will do it; for nothing you can en- 
Joy is worthy to be compared to it, For the Pro- 
fence or Favour of God comprehends every real 
Good. His Favour is Life: And his loving Kind- 


neſs better than Life: It is expreſly ſaid, He will 


be a Sun and Shield, He wili give Grace and Glory 
to, and will with-hold no good thing from, them 
that walk uprightly. Therefore all that we can 
deſire on Earth is, in point of Value, no-ways 
equal ro Fanh,* or ſpiritual Knowlege, reduced to 
; Practice; 
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Practice; becauſe this is the only Means of our 
obtaining through Jeſus the Peace and Com- 
placence of Gos). Out | 
Crowns and Sceptres, Riches and Honour, or 
whatever elſe can either court the Senſe, or excite 
Deſire, in this tranſitory World, is of ſmall Import- 
ance, no better than Dung or Droſs, compared 
to the Smiles or Preſence of the Moſt High. 
Give me but this, and I aſk no more; becauſe it in- 
cludes every thing that is good for me. If then I 
deſire this Bleſſing above all things, I ſhould be 
proportionably careful to do that, without which 
I can never obtain it. DOTRQ T0 AR 


III. We are now to ſhew the inſeparable Con- 
nexion there is between the Duty and the 
Promiſe; or, in other Words, between doing 
the Will of Gop, and enjoying his Favour. 


Nothing is more certain, than that as many as 
hear the Word of Gop, and keep his Command- 
ments, ſhall be bleſſed of him both in Time and 
Eternity. And it is equally certain, that as many 
as are forgetful Hearers of the Word, and do ir not, 
ſhall never obtain Favour of the Lord. Let us 
look a little into the Ground of theſe Two Propo- 
ſitions. If through the Concurrence of the Divine 
Spirit you do the Things that you have learned 
from the Goſpel, you will (ſo far as you are holy) 
become the proper Objects of Goy's Approbation 
and Complacence. Every Chriſtian Grace that is 
rooted in the Soul, and exerciſed! in the Life, is 
(and cannot be otherwiſe than) of great Price in 
his Sight. Wan | 

The Things that are in their own Nature true, 
venerable, juſt, pure, lovely, and of good Report, 
have the ſpiritual Nature and bright Reſemblance 
of Gop himſelf; and therefore he cannot but ap- 


prove 
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prove of and take Complacence in the holy Temper 
and Life of a true Chriſtian, who thinks of and 
does theſe things, becauſe they are in ſome meaſure 
like himſelf. 

And as they that do his Will are like him in 
Holineſs, ſo they are properly qualified to partake 
of the Happineſs that ariſeth from a Senſe of his 
moſt gracious Smiles, from ſpiritual Fellowſhip 
with the Father of Mercies, the Gop of Peace and 
Purity. There is in their ſanctißed Nature a 

oper Foundation laid ſor a firm, happy, and 
Biting Union. between Gop and their Souls. They 
are prepared to reliſh the Joys of a ſpiritual and 
religious Life on Earth, and of the fulleſt Viſion, 
and moſt perfect Fruition, of their heavenly Father 
in the Paradiſe above. They are by the Holineſs 
of their Nature formed for the glorious State, de- 
vout Exerciſes, ſocial Pleaſures, and for every 
other Delight, that is at Gop's Right-hand; and 
in Conſequence; as doing Gop's Will prepares for 
the Enjoyment of his Preſence on Earth, and in 
Heaven too, it will certainly recommend to his 
Mercy in Chriſt, Jeſus : Which leads me to obſerve, 
that though. Men by their Guilt have forfeited 
every Bleiſing at the Hand of Gop, and have ex- 
poſed themſelves to his Diſpleaſure, and cannot by 
any, imperſect Services they have done, or can do, 
merit Forgiveneſs, and the everlaſting Bleſſings 
ariſing from his Favour; yet He, as the Gop of 
Peace and Mercy, hath freely given his dear Son to 
die for all that believe in and obey him, that ſo 
Net may not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 

Throu 12 the Grace of God, the, Word, who was 
made Fleſh, taſted Death for every Man; and as 
the Father ſpared not his dear Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how much more will be not ib: 
him keely give * all een if we anſwer the ray 
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End of his Death, which was, that we, being dead 
to Sin, might live unto Righteouſneſs? —lf then 
we may argue from the greater to the leſs, we may 
be aſſured, that although a Sinner cannot plead 
for Gop's Favour here and hereafter ;_ and for all, 
or any of, the Bleſſings derived from this Source, 
on the Foot of any Merit of bis own ; yet he may 
plead for them on the Foot of that infinite Mercy, 
that provided a Ranſom for him, and of the Merit 
of his Ovedience unto Death, who gave himſelf for 
us, an Offering and a Sacrifice to Gop for a ſweet- 
ſmelling Savour: And we may add, if Sinners are 
truly penitent, they will doubleſs obtain Favour of 
of the LoR D; ſince He hath abſolutely promiſed 
this Mercy to all them that live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly, in this preſent World : And this Promiſe 
is confirmed with an Oath, that by Two immutable 
Things, in which it was impoſlible for Gop to lye, 
we might have ſtrong Conſolation, who have fled 
for Refuge to lay hold on the Hope that is ſer be- 
fore us. 

But if you do not the things you have learned of 
Chriſt, and his faithful Servants, the God of Peace 
will not be with you; for, inaſmuch as ye are unholy, 
ye are unlike to Gop, both in your Natures and 
Conduct, and therefore cannot by any means be 
the Objects of his Complacence: Nor are you ca- 
pable of being happy in his Smiles; for how can 
two walk together, unleſs they agree? Light and 
Darkneſs may have Fellowſhip together, yea, Chriſt 
and Belial, as ſoon as an unrenewed Sinner be happy 
in the Preſence or Favour of Gop, either on Earth 
or in Heaven . And the Merits of Chriſt's Righ- 

teouſneſs 

* Plato ſaith, Let us inform the Wicked, that if they do 
not, in this Life, get free of their Madneſs and Depravity, they 
cannot, after Death, be admitted into the pure Manſions of the 


Good, where no Evil enters: That their Manners and Deport- 
ment here will accompany them into the other World, where 


they 
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teouſneſs in dying as a Sacrifice for Sin, are ſo 
tar from pleading for you; that ſince he died in 
order to deſtroy the Yorks of the Devil, and ye 
uphold and multiply theſe, and by ſo doing, fight 
ainſt him, and the Agonies of his Death, it is 
impoſlible, that the Merits of his Sufferings ſhould 
extend to your Salvation, except ye repent: 
And the Thing that farther puts this Matter out of 
all Diſpute, is the poſitive Declaration of Chriſt 
in the Goſpel, Malt. vii. 21. Not every one that 
faith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doth the Will 
of my Father, who is in Heaven. | 
There is then, partly in the Nature of Things, 
and partly by the irreverſible Appointment of 
Gov, an inſeparable Connexion between the Duty 
injoin'd, and the Promiſe that is made in our Sub- 
ject; or between doing the Will of Gop, and en- 
Joying his Favour “. TAN | 


After I have thus taken Notice how. St. Paul 
exhorts the Philippians (and with them all pro- 
feſſing Chriſtians) to do the Things, which they had 
learned from his holy Dofrines and Practice; and 
have likewiſe ſnew'd you by what a glorious Mo- 
tive he enforceth his Exhortation to Duty, namely, 
that the God of Peace will be with them ; and have 
alſo ſhewed the infeparable Connexion there is 
between the Duty recommended, and the Promiſe 
that is made to them, and them only, who do their 
Duty ; I would now beg Leave, before I enter on 


they will always be in ſuch Company as are like themſelves. 
The Wicked will dwell with the Wicked. Theætetus, p. 176, 
177." Tom. 1. Serran. See Geddes, Ei; on the Compoſit. 
of the Antients, p. 169. Glaſgow. 

* If any Perſon chooſe not to read this Diſcourſe at one 
time, this is the moſt proper Place to make a Pauſe, 


the 
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the Improvement of what has been ſaid, to re- 
mind you of the evangelical Doctrines and exem- 
plary Conduct of your late excellent Paſtor; not 
that I need do this for your Inſtruction, but your 
Eiification; and I will add, I would do it for 
my ten: And on this Account I hope I.may. be 
excuſed, if I mention ſome Things relating to his 
miniſterial Qualifications, that are more proper to 
excite my Imitation than your;z yet altogether 
proper to renew and preſerve an honourable and 
pious Remembrance of him in you f | 
His natural were a good Foundation for his ac 
quired Abilities: In the former, he exceeded many; 
in the latter, was equalled; by very few: He ſpent 
much Time, from his younger to his advanced 
Years, in the Purſuit of uſeful Knowlege; yea, fa 
great was his Thirſt for this, that he would ſome- 
times continue his Studies al]! Night long, ſcarccly 
perceiving that he wanted Reſt; and many can 
witneſs what abundant Succeſs attended his un- 
wearied Application. His intimate Acquaintance 
with the antient Languages of Rome, Greece, and 
Aa, laid open to his Mind the vaſt Treaſures of 
ſolid Learning that once enrich'd thoſe Countries; 
and qualified him to look into the ſacred Writings, 
with greater Clearneſs, Eaſe, and Advantage, be- 
holding them in their native Purity and original 
Form: This is like drinking at an unlainted Foun- 
tain, while others, that are Strangers to the Lan- 
guage in which the holy Scriptures, were firſt 
written, and therefore muſt receive them from the 
Hands of Tranſlators and Interpreters, are obliged: 
to drink, remote from the Fountain, only at zbe. 
Stream, when perhaps it is polluted, or hath re- 
ceived a TinRure from the different Soils. through. 
which it hath paſss e. 
His Knowlege of the Mathematics was very, 
extenſive; the Hiſtory, - Philolophy, and other 
nm. C als Litera- 


! 
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Literature, of antient as well as later Ages, were 
familiar to him. He had a clear Underſtanding, 
and a ſound Judgment, ripen'd by Care, Conſt. 
deration, and Experience. The large unpleaſant 
Field of Controverſy about Opinions and Points of 
Faith, he almoſt traverſed from Sice to Side, with. 
out contracting an Itch for Diſputation and Wran- 
gling, or Sourneſs of Temper, or a poſitive, dog- 
matical Humour : His ſeeing how unhappily good 
Men were divided in their Opinions, inlarged, in- 
ſtead of narrowing, his Sentiments; and created in 
his Mind fuch Candour and Charity towards a!! 
that differed from him in Opinion, that notwith- 
ſtanding he was a good Caſuiſt, yet he was a much 
better Chriſttan. If his Sentiments were open, his 
Heart was much more ſo. If he was a Slave to 
no Man's private Judgment, or to mere human 
- Authority, in Matters of Faith, he was equally 
diſtant from impoſing his Opinion or Creed upon 
others; neither calling any Man upon Earth, nor 
ſeeking to be called, Maſter. As he looked on 
the Holy Scriptures, as being the only Treaſure of 
infallible Truth, ſo he accounted the Words of Scrip- 
ture the ſureſt Teſt of Orthodoxy ; and therefore, 
with the great Chillingworth, Baxter, and others, 
he was utterly againſt impoſing Subſcription to any 
Articles or Confeſſions of Faith beſides he Bible, 


or ſuch as were drawn up intirely in Scripture Lan- 


guage. 


In private Life he greatly adorned the Doc- 


trines of the Goſpel, and hereby enforced his pub- 
lic Preaching of them on your Minds: He lived 
what he taught; and ſhew'd you, as much by his 
Deportment as by his Doctrines, what it is to be 
a Chriſtian; but his inoffenſive prudent Behaviour, 
his great Benevolence to Rich and Poor, and his 
noble Catholic Spirit toward profeſſing Chriſtians of 
all Denominations, were the diſtinguiſhing Orna- 
Rn Or | ments 
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ments of his private Character, and gave ſuch a 
Luſtre to his public one, as will ſhine for many 
Years, though his Soul is fled from our World, 
and his dear Remains are gone down to the fark 
Abodes of the Dead. . 

Many can teſtify, that he was a faithful affec- 
tionate Friend; many more, that he had a great 
and generous Soul ; and even all that lived near 
him, that he was a peaceable good Neighbour : 
They that knew him moſt intimately, were charmꝰd 
with his ardent, chearful, unaffected Piety; and 
they that knew him leſs, had the greater Loſs, 

When I reflect on his leaving our World, and 
conſider what a Miniſter of the Goſpel he was, I 
am ready to cry out in the Language of Eliſba, 
upon his ſeeing Elijab caught up to Heaven, 
„My Father]! my Father! the Chariot of Jrael ! 
and the Horſemen thereof! 

He might truly be ſtiled, a Shepherd after God's 
own Heart, feeding his Flock with Knowlege and 
Underſtanding : He was a skilful, laborious, and 
faithful Paſtor z he made known unto you the 
whole Counſel of God, as far as was profitable to 
Salvation; he did not tire you with empty Specu- 
lations above the Reach of your Underſtandings ; 
nor fire your Minds with a f lie Zeal for Opinions, 
that are not eſſential to the Power of Godlineſs. 
As it was his firm Belief, That a bad Life is the 
« worlt  Hereſy*,” he troubled not his Hearers 
with thoſe controverted Doctrines, that have no 
Tendency to make them either wiſer Men or better 
Chriſtians ; though he thought freely, and ſpoke lan 
Mind boldly (fo far as he believ'd it neceſſar 
make it known), yet he ſpoke diſcreetly, and I'd 
not your Heads with T hings that were * like- 
l y to mend your Hearts. 
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- The great Doctrines of Chriſtianity he chiefly 
inſiſted on, ſuch as Repentance toward Gop, and 
Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; rhat you ought to 
look for Salvation from the Father, only through 
the Merit and Mediation of his dear Son; and 
this only in the way of Wel}-doing, ſince Faith 
without Works is dead; and that you ſhould ſeek, 
and truſt to, the Tafences of the Divine 25 in 
all your Endeavours to pleaſe God. 

He was a plain, practical, ſolid, and affection- 
ate Preacher: He firſt informed the Underſtand- 
ing, then warmed the Heart, notwithſtanding all 
the Diſadvantages of an irregular Voice that at- 
tended his Delivery; he ſpake to the Judgments 
and Conſciences, as well as to the AﬀeCtions, of his 
Peo le. 
o $kilfully did he divide the Word of Truth! [ 
that he might give a Pottion to every one in due 
Seaſon, How faithfully did he warn you of the 
Danger of every Sin ! And earneſtly preſs you, to 
accept of Chriſt as he is offered to you in the 
Goſpel; and neither to delay the Work of your 
Salvation, nor to deceive yourſelves by a Taper 
ficial Fiety, or unfruitful Form of Godlinefs! ! 

I need not tell you, how fervently he recom- 
| mended your reſpective Caſes unto God in Prayer 
or with what remarkable Fulneſs of Matter, with 
what Propriety of Sentiment and Expreſſion, he 
aſſiſted you in your public Devotions. But few 
Perſaiis were ever better qualified to pray without 
a Form, and but {ow Porms' are Equal to his 
Prayers, ' e | 
Ihe Coreern with which he obſerved we * 
Prin of Multitudes, was very great; nor 
was he leſs moved, when he ſaw the little Regard 
that is paid to ſocial Virtue,” and practical Holi+ 
neſs, by many that put on the Form of Religion: 
And. ſorely he lamented, when: he obſerved the 

Fe, hery 
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fiery Zeal about diſputed Opinions, % That ſeems 


to ſhrivel up many Perſons Underſtandings, as 
much as their Charity * ;”* that unhinges their 
Minds, about Things of a doubtful Nature; makes 
them diſſatisfied with the Doctrines and Miniſters, 
which they have fat under with Pleaſure and Profit 
for many Years; creates a captious, cenſorious Hu- 
mour, Heart-burnings, Contentions, and Diviſions, 
in religious Societies; and, under a Pretence of 
ſtanding up for Chriſt and the Goſpel, loſes Sight of 
Meekneſs and Pedce, Forbearance and Charity, which 
are the very Spirit of the Goſpel, and the amiable 

Graces, which in an eſpecial Manner Chriſt calls 
upon his Diſciples to imitate him in: Theſe Things 

be ſigh'd over, and dreaded to ſee the Conſequence 


thereof, where-ever they prevailed. - 


Or, to ſum up his Character in fewer Words: 

He had an Heart to enjoy God's Bounty without 

running into Riot, and could be ſtrictly temperate 

without needleſs Mortification : He was humble 

without Meanneſs, and meek without Stupidity : - 
He could be chearful without Levity, and ſerious 

without being ſullen: He was juſt without Ri- 

gur, and generous without Prodigality : He was 
prudent without timorous Caution, and friendly 

without being officious : He knew how to be ſteady 
without Obſtinacy, and compliant without Weak- 
neſs : He could be free without being rude; and if 
he had but /ittle Ceremony, he had much Sincerity : 
He had the Paſſions of a Man, without being a 
Slave to any of them; and could feel for his 
Friends and Neighbours, without forgetting that - 
he was endued with Reaſon, as well as with Af- 
feftion. £73 - JAR. ITE 18 24 882 ; 
He was learned without Pedantry or Pride; truly 
religious without Superſtition z and heartily zealous - 
for Chriſt; without being blindly attached to Names 
8 4 . TIRY IC Ds TR 1 | more 
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e than to Things. He was a Perſon of ſuch 
amiable Qualities, that his Friends. will bleſs his 
Memory, and embalm it with their Tears, while 
his Enemies (if Enemies ſuch..a. one could have) 
are ſham'd into Silence, or forc'd into Praiſe. 

To ſay that he did Honour .to Chriſtians of a 
le Denomination, is ſaying much too little; for 

he did Honour to the whole Species he belong d 
to, and even to 8 itfelf. By his Death, 
W: Town and N. ei r in which he lived, 


the Body of Chriſt, a very — W 
the Goſpel of Jeſus, an able Miniſter; his Fel- 
low-labourers, a wiſe and tender Father; but what 
you, his Flock, have loſt, in being depriv'd of 
ſuch 4 5 forbear to ſay It is 
euough for you to feel, what I cannot deſcribe 3 and 
if I could, my doing ic would but too much ag-. 
gra vate your Sorrow ——— that you muſt ſee bis 
Face and hear his Voice, no more. 
May Jeſus, the great Shepherd and Biſhop of 
our Souls, ſanctify the Stroke, comfort you under 
it, and, in his abundant N. make up the 
Breach! 
Having ſo far 1 on the Subject in 
hand, and enter d into the Doctrines and Practice 
of your deceaſed. Paſtor; 4 
The Improvement may conſiſt of an Addreſs: | 


Hit, To you all of this religious Society without 
Diſtinction. t IF 
"Secondly, To thoſe that have hicherto withſtood 
the Grace of the Goſpel, and have not practically 
obſeared the Doctrines and Example of your late 
Aitor. , 

Thirdly, To thoſe that have made a proper Ute of 


the Goſpel, and of what * have learned from the 
| Inſtruce 
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Inſtructions and Behaviour of your late Mi- 
iter ar. | 0 

Firſt, Permit me to addreſs you all of this 
religious Society without Diſtinction. 

And in doing this, I would, iſt, preſs you with all 
Earneſtneſs to do the Things that your late Paſtor 
hath taught you by Word and Deed, ſo far as his 
Poctrines and Example were agreeable to thoſe of 
Chriſt, and his infpired Apoſtles : For in fo doing, 
you will-pay a proper Regard to the firſt Teachers 
of Chriſtianity, and even to Chriſt your Saviour 
Himſelf; and will make the beſt Uſe of what you 
have learned from your late Miniſter : But, not- 
withſtanding he hath been with you. many Nears, 
ſerving the Lord with all Humility of Mind, and 
many Tears, not ſhunning to declare unto you the 
whole Counſel of Gop ; and at the fame time hath 
let his Light fo ſhine before you, that ye, ſeeing 
his good Works, might be induced to glorify: 
God; yet, if, after all, ye neither practiſe what he 
hath taught you, nor imitate his Example, ye will 
be no better for all his Miniſtrations, or the Pattern 
that he gave you: And as ye cannot pay a greater 
Reſpe& to his Memory, than by doing what you 
have learned from his Doctrines, and Manner of 
Life, fo you cannot reproach it more emphatically, 
than by diſregarding what he preached, and bow 
he lived. | Ser th * 
Do ye now look back on his valuable Labours 
and Life with Admiration? Preſerve heir Memory, 
their Efficacy, and, I had like to have faid, heir. 
very Being, in your holy and unblameable Conver- 
ſation. Let his Doctrines live in your Lives; and 
his Example breathe in every Part of your Be- 
haviour; do what be ſaid, and be what he was; and 
then, in the moſt honourable Senſe, He will Jive 
ay long as it pleaſeth Gop to ſpare you in this 
Wefſk + *+ © Confider,/ 

Vt; ' 
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Conſider, that it is not crying up your Miniſter 
as the beſt Preacher, or as the beſt Liver, you ever 
knew, that is either paying him the higheſt Re- 
ſpect, or making the beſt Uſe of what you com- 
mend: Shewing the Power of his Preaching in 
your Temper and Conduct is the beſt Proof, that 
you eſteemed him an excellent Preacher; and con- 
ducting your Lives on the Plan of his holy Ex- 
ample, is the moſt convincing Evidence, that you 
really value and honour the Pattern that he ſat 
before you. 10 
And unleſs you thus reduce to Practice what 
you have learned from the Words and Conduct of 
your Paſtor, you have learned nothing from him 
to Purpoſe. Where is the Sign of his Labour, or 
the good Effects of his Example, if you are not 
more pious towards Gop, nor more juſt and 
generous towards Men, nor purer in yourſel ves, 
for one or the other? What is the Advantage of 
your often hearing his weighty and affectionate 
Diſcourſes, or of your having ſeen in his Behaviour 
the ſtricteſt Sobriety, univerſal Righteouſneſs, and 


unfeigned Piety? Why, it all amounts—70 10 


thing. You might as well never have heard his 
Doctrine, or ſeen his Life, at all. 
2. Let it be noted for general Uſe, that holy 


Practice is the beſt Ornament, and moſt ſubſtantial 


Fruit, of your Chriſtian Faith and Profeſſion; 
and the indiſpenſable Condition on which the Fa- 


vour of Gop will be beſtowed on Men, through 


Jeſus Chriſt. | 


A good Life is the great End and beſt Evidence 
of a ſound Faith; this will be che ſureſt Mark of. 
your Wiſdom and Piety ; the moſt inconteſtable 
Sign, that the Tree is good, when the Fruit is ſo. 
To make you holy, .is the Scope and Drift of all. 
the Doctrines of Chriſt ; one great Intention of his 
Death; and, if you follow his Steps, will be the moſt; 


happy 
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happy and ornamental Effect of his holy Example. 
Real Holineſs in Heart and Life is the very 
Marrow and Quinteſſence of Religion. If you do 
not what Chritt, and his Apoſtles and Miniſters, 
teach you (ſo far I mean as theſe reach you the 
Will of Chriſt) your Religion is ſuperficial, and al- 
together vain, Your Profeſſion hath neither Senſe 
nor Meaning in it. It is not your having a right, 
ſpeculative Faith alone (for this the Devil hath to 
Perfection) that will make you truly religious, 
It is not your having a ſtrong Perſuaſion, that you 
are among the Elect (for this many a wicked Man 
is poſſeſſed of) that will be a ſufficient Evidence, 
that you are Chriſt's, — Nor is it your making a 
fair Shew of Religion, by hearing many Sermons, 
making long Prayers, and talking warmly againſt 
this or the other Opinion that you deem unſound, 
that will manifeſt the Power of Godlineſs to be in you. 
It is not, I ſay, any of theſe outward Appearances 
of Religion, or Ten times more, that will denomi- 
nate you good Chriſtians, or anſwer the End of 
the Goſpel, or gain you Acceptance with Gop, 
without perſonal, practical Holineſs: Without 
this, if the Goſpel be true, you can have no Intereſt 
in the Fruits of Chriſt's Rinhtcoofnels or of his 
Obedience unto Death; no Benefit from your 
Faith, your Profeſſion, your Prayers, or your Sa- 
craments; no Title to the Promiſes of divine 
Grace; nor will you (to be ſhort) be ever bleſſed 
in your Deed, if you are not Doers of the Word. 
Secondly, I am now to addreſs myſelf to thoſe of 
you (if any ſuch are preſent, which it is to be feared 
there are in ſuch a large Aﬀembly) who have hi- 
therto withſtood the Grace of the Goſpel, and have 
not practically obſerved the Doctrines and Example 
of your late Paſtor. | 
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You who act this Part will have a terrible Ac- 
count to give, and a moſt dreadful Puniſhment to 
endure, if you do not repent, and reform your 
Ways. How many things will riſe up againſt you! 
The Light of the ever- bleſſed Goſpel, againſt which 
you have wilfully ſhut your Eyes, and every Mo- 
tive to Righteouſneſs contained therein, againſt 
which you have obſtinately hardened your Hearts; 
the precious Blood of Chriſt, which you have im- 
piouſly trampled under Feet; the Motions of the 
Ho'y Spirit, which you have ungratefully reſiſted ; 
the many ſerious Diſcourſes given you by the Mi- 
niſters of Jeſus, which ye have either turned a deaf 
Ear to, or quickly forgot ; the good Examples that 
have been ſet before you, which you have deſpiſed ; 
perhaps the frequent Inſtructions, Reproofs, Prayers, 
and Tears, of religious Parents, all which you have 
made a Jeſt of; the many Mercies that ye have 


abuſed, and afflictive Diſpenſations that ye have 


taken no Warning by, or Convictions of Conſci- 
ence that ye have ſtifled; and even Reſolutions to 


amend your Ways that you made, and almoſt as 


ſoon broke thro? ; together with every other Means 
of forming you to Holineſs, which you have fru- 
ſtrated the Intention of: All theſe, I fay, will riſe up 
againſt and condemn you, and make your future 
Puniſhment (except ye repent) ſo exceedingly 
dreadful, that you had better never to have enjoyed 
any oue of theſe Advantages for Holineſs and Sal- 
vation, than to have received the Grace of Gop in 


| yain: As they all aggravate your Guilt, they will, 


in proportion, certainly enhance your Puniſhment, 
if Death find you unrenewed. What Profit will 
you then have in any of your criminal Purſuits or 
Pleaſures ? When Death furpriſeth you, will it be 
any Advantage or Comfort to you, that you have 
lived in Riot? or that ye have acquired great Riches? 
or that ye have been highly honoured by Men? or 
| | 0 inn 
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that ye haye had many Friends or Flatterers, at leaſt 
for a few Years? When your Pleaſure is all at an 
End; your Riches cannot be taken with you 2 
your Titles no Creature will own in the other World ; 
and all your Friends or Flatterers will no more 
follow you out of Choice, than your Riches and 
Titles can follow you in any Shape. What will you 
think of yourſelves in ſuch a Situation? The Al- 
mighty you have made your Enemy, by ſerving 
Satan; and the Son of God, who was ſent into the 
World to ſave you, you have made an angry 
Judge, by obſtinately refuſing, that he ſhould reign 
over you : The Day of Grace, in which you might 
have made your Peace, you have conſumed in 
Wantonneſs, and worldly . Purſuits z and now the 
Harveſt is paſt, the Summer is ended, and you 
are not ſaved: O! what a deplorable Condition is 
this! Which is the real Condition of every Man 
that is ſummoned by Death to Judgment, while he 
is a Slave to his Luſts, and a Stranger to the Buſt- 
neſs and Pleaſure of Religion, 

You would therefore do well to conſider, before 
it is too late, that when all is ſaid, hat can be ſaid, 
in favour of worldly Good, or carnal Pleaſure, it 
can be enjoyed but a very little while, and perhaps 
it may not be enjoyed One Hour; for Life is but a 
Vapour, or a Shadow; and when it is paſt, Riches, 
Honours, and ſenſual Pleaſures, yea, all the World, and 
a periſbing Life too, are, one and all, as nothing to a 
Man; hen bis Soul is all to him: If this is ſafe, the 
Favour of God is ſafe; the happy Fruits of the 
Meſſiah's Death, the Joys of Heaven, and all is 
ſafe ; ſafe beyond the Power of Injury, or the Fear 
of Hazard ; ſafe for ever. 

But, if his Soul is loſt, the Smiles of Gop are 
loſt, the Benefi:s of a Redeemer's Sufferings, tae 
Paradiſe above, and all is loſt. He, himſelf, is loſt, 
degraded, ruined; ſunk from the Hope of Heaven, 
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down to the Darkneſs, Torture, and Deſpair of 
Hell; there loſt; loſt for ever; loſt beyond the 
Power of Redemption; O! loſt without one to 
hlep, or ſo much as one to pity him. 
I cannot think of ſach a Caſe, without the 
greateſt Horror: And J wiſh to Gop, that ſuch 
an Horror of it might now ſeize every wicked Per- 
fon that hears me this Day (if any ſuch there be) 
that he never more be eaſy in his Sins, with the eter- 
nal Vengeance of Gop hanging every Moment over 
his Head. Think, O!] think—of the Danger of a 
ſudden Death, to every one that is not, by a Life 
of Faith and Holineſs, prepared to die. What will 
become of you, if, through the Evil of your Do- 
ings, ye fall into the Hands of the living Gop, 
who is to the Wicked a conſuming Fire? Can ye 
dwell with everlaſting Burnings ? and not be more 
miſerable than it is poſſible for me to deſcribe, or 
you to conceive! My very Soul trembles for every 
wicked Perſon; to think what a State of inex- 
Preſſible remedileſs Ruin he is every Day expoſed 
to! He plays, as it were, on the Brink of eternal 
Deſtruction, acting like a Perſon diſordered in his 
Senſes, that goes to the Top of a very high, ſteep, 
and craggy Precipice; there ſtands on Tiptoe, and 
reacheth forward as far as he is able, in order to 
gather ſome alluring Flower or Fruit; when a 
Breath of Air, or the leaſt accidental Force, would 
throw him off his Balance, and ſend him headlong 
to be daſhed to Pieces on the pointed Rocks below, 
The Thoughts of ſuch a Situation chills my Blood, 
and even makes me ſhiver, But this is nothing, 
compared to the dangerous Situation of every 
Man's Soul, who lives in a practical Diſregard of 
the Goſpel; and by being unprepared to die, is 
continually expoſed to the Hazard of being caſt by 
Death into the bottomleſs Pit, or the Lake of Fire 
and Brimſtone, that can never be quenched, 1 
X* 
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Experience teacheth you, that nothing is more 
uncertain than the Duration of your Lives: Per- 
ſons of all Ages are daily dying round you, and 
ſuch as once appeared as hale and vigorous as any of 
you can now be: And tho', by the Hurry of Buſi- 
neſs, or Change of Pleaſures, you may put off the 
Thoughts of dying for a while, yet you cannot put off 
the Agonies of Death for one Moment, whenever it 
ſeizeth you, which, for aught you know, it may 
quickly do. f 

When Death is commiſſioned to deſtroy, the 
Tenderneſs of thy Frame, O Sinner, cannot move 
him to Pity; thy greateſt Beauty cannot win upon 
his Heart; thy ſuperior Rank or Titles cannot 
over-awe him; thy Strength cannot reſiſt his; nor 
all thy Riches bribe him to forbear; nothing can 
* fave thee from his frozen Hand: Though thou art 
ever ſo young, or beautiful, or eminent in Rank, 
or vigorous, or wealthy, yet all will avail thee no- 
thing; when he approacheth, he will ſeize thee 5 
when he ſeizeth thee, thou muſt yield, and, yield- 
ing, become his helpleſs Prey. Tf fo, what better 
Courfe can now be taken by thee, than to prepare 
for Death without Delay? O! let him not ſeize 
thee with thy Sins full-blown or green about thee! ' 
Conſider, that Death meets us in our Buſineſs, 
0 ſurpriſeth us at our Pleaſures, and lies all al 
„ the Road of Life . Give not too mu 
Ground to the Obſervation of Dr. Yung (that 
nervous Writer), that, 


*All Men think all Men mortal, but themſelves.” 


Inſtead of falling into that moſt dangerous Error, 
ſo number your Days, as now to apply your Hearts 
to Wiſdom : As the laſt- mentioned Author faith, 


ge wiſe To-day; *tis Madneſs to defer : 
Next Day the fatal Precedent will plead ; 
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« Thus on, till Wiſdom is puſh'd out of Life; 
« Procraſtination is the Thief of Time; 
% Year after Year it ſteals, till all are fled ; 
« And to the Mercies of a Moment leaves 
The vaſt Concerns of an eternal Scene. 
« If not ſo frequent, would not This be ſtrange ? 
« That ' tis ſo frequent, This is ſtranger ſtill,” 


Various Inſtances of ſudden Death occur: How 
remarkably ſudden was the Death of our dear deceaſed 
Friend! He was not only well the Day he died, 
but well till the Evening of that Day, when he 
parted from ſome particular Friends (whom he had 
been to viſit) ſeemingly in perfect Health; but did 
not go many Furlongs on his Way homewards, 
before he fell from his Horſe, being ſeized, as it is 
generally apprehended, by an apoplectic Fit, and 
quickly after was found a breathleſs Corpſe. | 

Tho? to him ſuch a ſudden Tranſition out of this 
ſinful afflictive State, was doubtleſs a very great 
Mercy (as ſuch a Death muſt needs be to every good 
Man); yet is not ſuch a ſudden Diſſolution a very 
alarming thing to every wicked Perſon, who is him- 
ſelf alſo liable to be called out of this World with- 
out any Warning, without any longer Space for 
Repentance being allowed him? In ſuch a Caſe, no 
Tongue can deſcribe the Miſery of the guilty 
Wretch that is hurried from all his worldly Purſuits, 
and carnal Pleaſures, down to the ſcorching Flames 


of Hell, prepared for the Devil and his Angels ; 


there to. be tormented, in proportion to his Guilt, 
for evermore. Do not theſe things call aloud, 
louder than Thunder, to every unrighteous Perſon, 
to take Warning before it is too late? to break off 
from his Sins, by Repentance, without farther De- 
lay? and turn to God with fervent Prayer, with 
ſtrong Crying and Tears, in the Name of Chriſt, both 
for the Pardog of every Sin, and for his Holy Spirit 
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o aſſiſt him in reforming his Heart and Life, be- 
fore the Judgments of Gop overtake him ? 

As the Father of Mercies delighteth not in the 
Death of a Sinner, but would rather he would re- 
turn unto him, and live; and as the Merits of 
Chriſt's Obedience unto Death are as large and ex- 
tenſiye as any of you could wifh for, and the 
Offers of Mercy in the Goſpel are made to all, 
that are willing to accept of them now z Why will 

ou die? Why will you go on in your Folly and 
elufion, till the Day of Grace is paſt, and you 
are loſt for ever? 


Thirdly, Permit me now to addreſs myſelf to thoſe 
of you, that have made a good Uſe of the Grace of 
the Goſpel, and of what you have learned from 
the Inſtructions and Behaviour of your late Mi- 
niſter. 

Is it not both a Spur to your farther Obedience, 
and a reviving Thought to your Souls, that the 
God of Peace will not only be with you, or ſhew 
you his ſpecial Favour in this World, but alſo 
throughout an endleſs Eternity, if you do but 
continue faithful unto Death? 

In this Caſe, though your valuable Friend and 
Miniſter is removed from you; yet that Gop, who 
gave him, and bleſſed his Labours to you, will be 
nigh, will be with you, where- ever you are, and 

whatever is your State; and in him you will have 
Chriſt his Son for the Great Shepherd of your 
Souls, his Holy Spirit for your Comforter, his un- 
erring Word for your Guide, his faithful Promiſes 
for the Ground of your Hope, and his ever-watch- 
ful Providence to truſt to; not only for the Bleſſing 
of another Miniſter, like him that is taken away, 
but even for every other Good that you really 


need. 
In 
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In every Tribulation of this chequer'd Life he 
will ſupport your Minds, and fulfil that dear, re- 
viving Promiſe, namely, that all Things ſhall 
work together for Good to you. He will en- 
lighten your Darkneſs, unravel your Perplexities, 
make your Path ſtrait and plain before you, ſuc- 
cour you in Temptation, ſtrengthen your Hearts, 
when you are moſt ſenſible of your own Weak. 
neſs, and comfort you in all your Sorrows, Though 
he is the Higb and Lofty one that inhabits Eternity, 
though his Name is Holy, and he dwells in the high 
and Holy Place; yet he dwells with him alſo, that 
is of a contrite and humble Spirit, to revive the 
Spirit of the Hamble, and the Heart of the Con- 
trite ones. And does not even the Thought of 
this abundantly chear your Souls, and put greater 
Gladneſs into your Heart, than the Increaſe of 
Corn, Oil, and Wine? Is not the Proſpect delight. 
ful, that, when the Almighty calls you to Judg- 
ment, he will freely juſtify your Souls through the 
Blood of Chriſt, deliver you from all the Miſeries 
of the Second Death, and graciouſly reward you 
for all your Labour of Love? Reward you, not 
only for a Duration equal to the Term of your 
Obedience and Suffering in the Fleſh, but for 
Millions of Millions of Ages, for ever; and will re- 
ward you too to the-utmoſt Extent of your Capa- 
cities and Deſires? Since there is at his Right-hand 
Fulneſs of. Joy, and Pleaſures for evermore. O! 
does it not inſpire you with Pleaſure, little leſs than 
Tranſport ; you, I ſay, that lov'd and improv'd 
in Holineſs by the Preaching and Example of your 
late Paſtor; to think, that, in a little time, you 
ſhall go to, and ſpend an happy Eternity with him, 
and with all the bleſſed Saints and Martyrs, and 
holy Angels, with Chriſt your dear Redeemer, 
and with Gop the Father f Mercies, and the in- 
exhauſtible Fountain of all Happineſs? 
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Did you but realize the Proſpe& of being for 
ever with the Lord, 'and with all the Children of, 
God, of having your Nature perfectly purged from 
Sin, and all your Capacities vaſtly enlarged, and- 
enlarging for ever; of having all Tears wiped: 
from your Eyes, and every Evil of this wicked 
World removed far from you; of being conſtantly: 
employed in the moſt holy and delightful Service, 
and of having your Souls intirely fill'd and ra- 
viſh'd with a perpetual Succeſſion of new and 
growing Joys; did you, I ſay, but realize the 
Proſpect of all this Bleſſedneſs by the lively Exer- 
Ciſe of Faith, you could neither want Inducement 
to be holy, nor ſolid Comfort in any of your Af- 
flictions. Neither Reproach, nor Poverty, nor the 
Death of your deareſt Friends, no, nor the Ap- 
prehenſions of your own Diſſolution, would great- 
ly move you; fo that you might but finiſh your 
Courſe with Joy. 

You would conſider your preſent Trials as light 
(in compariſon), and but for a Moment; you could 
not faint under them, while you looked not at 
the Things that are ſeen, but at thoſe that are not 
ſeen ; for the Things that are ſeen are temporal, 
but the Things that are not ſeen are eternal. 

To conclude : Since we are all liable to be very 
ſpeedily, and even ſuddenly, called out of this 
World by Death, we ſhould, every Sou! of us, 
live as we dare die, Miniſters ſhould preach and 
live, as not knowing how ſoon the Time of their 
ſerving Chriſt, and ſeeking the Salvation of pre- 
cious Souls, may be over for ever: And you 
ſhould hear, as not knowing but every Sermon 
you hear may be the /aft ; and ſhould behave your- 
ſelves in every Part of your Conduct, as not 
knawing but you may be called to Judgment 


without a Moment's Warning. Watch MR ; 
E or 
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for ye know not What Hour your Lord ' doth 
come: But know this, that if the good Man of. 
the Houſe had known in what Watch the Thief 
would come, he would have watched, and would 

not have ſuffered his Houſe to be broken up: 
Therefore, be ye alſo ready; for in ſuch an Tay. as 
| ye _ not, the Son of Man comprh,..., 
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